
Chemical Weapons 
Destruction Complete on
Johnston Atoll

Today, the U.S. Army took a major step in safely
eliminating the U.S. chemical weapons stockpile
by demilitarizing the last of the chemical muni-

tions stockpiled on Johnston Atoll in the Pacific. 

The operators of the Johnston Atoll Chemical Agent
Disposal System (JACADS) completed destruction
on Nov. 29 of more than 13,000 land mines that were
filled with nerve agent VX. These land mines were
the last of the chemical munitions stored on John-
ston Atoll to be destroyed. The facility, located 825
miles southwest of Hawaii, is the nation's first fully
integrated facility designed specifically for the dis-
posal of chemical weapons. 

“The soldiers and contractors who have safely de-
stroyed the chemical weapons on Johnston Island
should be extremely proud of their accomplishment,”
said Army Lt. Gen. Paul Kern, Military Deputy to the
Assistant Secretary of the Army for Acquisition, Lo-
gistics and Technology. “This is an historical event,
which will improve the security of the United States
and provide hope for the rest of the world that the
21st century will be safer for our children and grand-
children.” 

“Completion of the VX land mine campaign, the last
of the Johnston Island chemical weapons stockpile,
paves the way for the Army to close its doors at JA-
CADS,” said James Bacon, the Army's Program Man-
ager for Chemical Demilitarization (PMCD). “JACADS
is a model of safe and successful operations for the
Army's eight other disposal sites, as well as for other
countries that are looking to safely destroy their stock-
piles of chemical weapons.” 

“Over the past 10 years, JACADS has safely destroyed
more than 400,000 rockets, projectiles, bombs, mor-
tars, ton containers, and mines,” said JACADS Pro-
ject Manager Gary McCloskey. “JACADS also has de-
stroyed more than 2,000 tons of chemical agent in
the form of nerve agent (GB, also known as Sarin,
and VX) and blister agent (HD). Our 100 percent de-
struction of Johnston Island's stockpile adds up to
six percent of the nation's original total stockpile.” 

During the JACADS disposal campaigns, the Army
tracked the process to continuously improve and en-
hance safety for workers, the community, and the en-
vironment. This knowledge and experience is being
applied to the Army's other disposal facilities to en-
sure that safe destruction of chemical weapons con-
tinues. The Army also will share information with
other countries that are researching technologies to
destroy their chemical weapons stockpiles. 

Washington Demilitarization Co., formerly the
Raytheon Demilitarization Co., has been involved in
JACADS since its inception, and has provided the de-
sign support, equipment procurement and installa-
tion, acceptance testing, and operations and main-
tenance of the facility. 

“We have been looking forward to this day since JA-
CADS started operating in June 1990,” said Robert
Love Jr., Vice President for Washington Demilita-
rization Co. and JACADS Program Director. “I am
proud to be a member of the team that is doing its
part in safely ridding our country and the world of
chemical weapons.” 
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